
2015/16 Attainment and Progress 

Key Stage Two – Year Six 

 

This was the first year – following the discontinuation of the use of levels for assessment - in 

which test results were given as a scaled score.  A scaled score of 100 represented the 

expected standard of attainment for children at the end of year six and a scaled score of 110 

represented a high standard of attainment.  There was no test of Writing so there is no 

scaled score; Writing is teacher-assessed. 

The results at Cranborne Middle School were the best of any middle school in Dorset.  

Additionally, CMS was the only middle school in Dorset to meet the floor standard, which 

is the target for schools set by Government. 

 

Subject 

Percentage of children that 
achieved expected standard or 

higher 

Percentage of children that 
achieved high standard 

CMS National CMS National 

Reading, 
Writing and 
Maths 
combined 

62% 53% 5% 5% 

Reading 79% 66% 33% 19% 

Writing* 67% 74% 7% 15% 

Grammar, 
Punctuation 
and Spelling 

78% 72% 28% 22% 

Mathematics 82% 70% 19% 17% 
 

*New national standards for teacher-assessment of writing were introduced part-way 

through the 2015/16 academic year.  Arguably, these raised the expectations of children in 

year six significantly.  These standards were applied rigorously by teachers at CMS.  There is 

evidence that the application of these standards nationally was not consistent, which was 

probably to the detriment of Cranborne’s results and explains the relatively low proportion 

of children at CMS that achieved the expected and high standards of attainment.  

Assessment of Writing nationally is now subject to a Parliamentary inquiry. 

 

Subject 
CMS Average Scaled 

Score 
National Average 

Scaled Score 

Reading 105.4 102.6 

Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling 

104.6 104.0 

Mathematics 104.4 103.0 

 

A score for progress is given for the whole cohort based on progress from the levels children 

achieved at the end of key stage one (year two).  A score of zero would mean pupils at CMS 



made similar progress to those with similar key stage one attainment nationally; a positive 

score means pupils made better progress than children nationally and a negative score 

means pupils made less progress than children nationally.  In each subject, a progress score 

representing sufficient progress was set by Government.  There is no assessment of 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling at key stage one so there is no progress score.   

 

Subject Progress Score Sufficient Progress 

Reading +0.1 -5.0 

Writing -4.5 -7.0 

Maths -0.9 -5.0 
 

In all three subjects, the progress made by children at CMS was above what is considered 

sufficient progress.  The progress score for Writing can be explained by the inconsistent 

application of the national standards for teacher assessment (see above). 

 

Year Eight 

 

At the end of year eight, children complete a nationally standardised test that – like SATs at 

key stage two – gives a scaled score, with a score of 100 representing the national average. 

 

 Percentage of children 
at or above average 

Percentage of children 
above average 

National 77% 23% 

CMS English 87% 21% 

CMS Maths 92% 21% 
 

As this is the first year of assessing children’s attainment without levels, it is not possible to 

reliably compare their results this year with levels from previous years in order to give a 

reliable measure of their progress to the end of year eight. 


