
 

Humanities Curriculum 

Subject Autumn  Spring   Summer   

Year 5 
Geography 

Map skills 

Pupils will practise basic mapping skills, starting on a small scale 
and moving on to atlases and globes, explain what different maps 
are used for, create a treasure map that includes instructions 

using 4point grid references and apply basic map keys. 

Rain and Rivers 

Pupils will describe and explain the water cycle and the part rivers play 
in this. They will create diagrams of rivers demonstrating understanding 
of their main features, explain the main stages of the water cycle and 

how that relates to rivers and understand the rudiments of flooding. 

Settlement KS2 

Pupils will carry out fieldwork of the local area and explain 
land use and demographics. This will be compared to a 
study of London and why London has thrived as our 

capital.  They will then compare Cranborne to London 
and discuss why different settlements are successful. 

Year 5 
History 

Local History – Cranborne 
Pupils will carry out a local history study on Cranborne in collaboration 
with Cranborne Historical Society. 

Ancient Greece 
Pupils will study the ancient Greeks focussing on their daily life, their 
achievements and their influence on modern life.  

Trains 
Pupils will look at the history of the train in Britain and why it 
is significant to British history. Children will then think about 
the future of the train and how it may continue to influence 
our lives. 

Year 6 

Geography 

Mountains 
Pupils will understand what mountains are and where they are. 

They will go on to discover how mountains are formed; with a 
focus on fold mountains. Finally, theywill demonstrate they 
understand the difference of life in mountains to Dorset. 

Weather and Climate 
Pupils will use equipment to measure weather and define our climate to 

classify weather types and climates, apply knowledge of climate to 
weather readings, define our local climate and extend their knowledge 
by looking at climate change and its possible implications. 

Wonders of the world– Rio 

Pupils will learn what it is to be a “world wonder” and 
discuss whether a city can be considered a wonder. They 
will then analyse Rio de Janeiro looking at some of the 

cities struggles (favelas) and successes (carnival).  
 

Year 6 
History 

A Snapshot in Time 
Pupils will complete a series of projects comparing two civilisations at 
similar time throughout history with a focus on Stonehenge and the 
First Pyramids. They will question and develop thinking to note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

Aztecs 
Pupils will look at the Aztec civilization and develop their understanding of 
world history.  

Saxons and Vikings 
Pupils will look at the time up to Edward the Confessor and 
analyse how England came to be peaceful after a time of 
struggle and unrest. 

Year 7 
Geography 

Mapping our Community 

Pupils will revise and mature a range of geographical skills whilst 
developing their conceptual knowledge, especially of place, in the 
world and UK. 

Extreme Environments 
This topic is all about different places around the world and the 

challenges humans face when living and working there. You will also 
learn about natural processes and consider environmental interaction 
and sustainable development. 

 

Coasts 

Pupils will discover the case study of Hengistbury Head 
and learn about issues faced along the Dorset coastline 
and what can be done to protect the coastline.  

Year 7 
History 

The Norman Conquest 
Pupils will study the tactics used by William the Conqueror to take 
control of England and the qualities needed to be a medieval Monarch. 

Medieval Britain 
Pupils will look at how monarchs of Britain controlled the country and go 
onto investigate the murder of Becket, and the Black Death. 

 Power Change 
A study of the Magna Carter will be followed by an 
investigation into the War of the Roses and how Henry VII 
took the throne for the Tudors. 

Year 8 
Geography 

Settlement KS3 
Pupils will apply their knowledge of settlements to modern 
landscapes. They will understand the reasons for urbanisation, its 

implications and how it affects us in Dorset today. 

Hazards 
Children will discover what natural hazards are, and how they are 
classified. With a focus on earthquakes and volcanoes they will then go 

on to discover how people live alongside these dangers and hazards. 

China 

Pupils will use China as a case study to learn about 
population, location, climate, culture, wealth and health. 
They will discover how a rapidly changing culture is 

interacting with its environment. 
 

Year 8 

History 

Early Tudors 
Pupils will develop their chronological knowledge of the Tudor period 
and identify ways in which the church and state affected the lives of 
British citizens. 

The Tudor Succession 
Children will discover how Elizabeth I took control of a Britain in danger but 
ensured its safety into the Stuarts without an immediate heir. 

The Making of the United Kingdom 
Pupils will recognise ways in which the UK struggled and 
debate causes for the civil war and the death of Charles I. 
 



 
 


