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Core subjects 

English Range of non-fiction texts 
After starting the term with two weeks of focused work on key skills for the SATs, we move on to non-fiction reading and 
writing. We study a range of different texts for different purposes (complaint letters, police reports, and wildlife factual 
pieces, for example) and plan and write our own writing with a wide range of punctuation, and changes between formal 
and informal tones. 

Narrative writing 
We will be exploring stories that create suspense and tension. Extracts from high-profile authors will provide year 6 with 
an exciting starting point to their writing. Year 6 will learn how to create a tense atmosphere and drip feed information 
to the reader, increasing suspense levels as they go. In this half term, they also show how their writing has progressed by 
using speech, description and a range of sentences to control an exciting story. 

Maths Percentage: In this unit, pupils will be exploring how to calculate percentage of numbers and quantities. They will be 
learning about how to solve for percentage change and use percentage to compare amounts. In the first lesson, pupils 
will be finding the percentage of a whole number. This will involve both division and multiplication skills. They will then 
move on to finding the percentage of a quantity, measured in amounts such as litres and millilitres. In the third lesson, 
pupils will be looking at difference and percentage change before finally moving on to using percentage as a way to 
compare numbers and amounts. 

Ratio: In this unit, pupils will be comparing quantities, including numbers, objects, fractions and mass before moving on 
to solving word problems. In the first six lessons, pupils will use bar models and concrete materials to compare amounts. 
They will be using both pictorial and abstract multiplication and division to support their learning while simplifying and 
comparing ratios. In the final three lessons, pupils will be solving word problems involving ratio by constructing bar 
models to support their understanding. 

Algebra: In this unit, pupils will learn some of the conventions of algebra in the context of patterns and real-life 
problems. The unit begins with lessons describing patterns and using a letter to denote a variable. Pupils then move on 
to write expressions using the four operations and fractions, while continuing to look for patterns and determine rules. 
Throughout the unit, the expressions become more complex, including more than one variable with multiple steps. 
Pupils write and evaluate algebraic expressions and use formulae to solve problems in real-life contexts. The unit ends 
with pupils using word problems to write equations with two unknown values solving a range of equations. 

Area and Perimeter: In this unit, pupils will be exploring how to calculate the area of rectangles, triangles and 
parallelograms. The unit begins with a review of perimeter and area of rectangles, and progresses by consolidating 
pupils' knowledge of the area of a rectangle to develop their understanding to calculate the area of a parallelogram. This 
is followed by finding multiple methods for calculating the area of a triangle. The unit ends with finding the area for a 
parallelogram using the triangle method. 

Volume: In this unit, pupils will be developing their understanding of volume as it relates to cubes and cuboids. It begins 
with pupils working with concrete materials to expose the meaning of volume thoroughly. Next, pupils are determining 
the formula for the volume of cubes and cuboids, estimating volumes and calculating total volumes with a formula. By 
the end of the unit, pupils are solving multi-step word problems related to volume, using division and multiplication. 

Geometry: Pupils will be investigating angles on their own, in word problems and in shapes. The unit begins with pupils 
looking at vertically opposite angles before solving word problems involving angles. They will then be looking at angles in 
triangles and quadrilaterals, using that information to complete a lesson on word problems. Next, pupils will be 
investigating the parts of a circle before solving word problems about angles in a circle. They will spend some time 
drawing quadrilaterals before moving onto triangles. At the end of the unit, pupils will be required to draw the nets of 3-
D shape 

Position and Movement: In this unit, pupils work with polygons on coordinate grids. They differentiate between 
translation and reflection before moving on to express movement using algebra. To begin, pupils review negative 
numbers on horizontal and vertical axes. They then learn to describe the position of objects in relation to a common 
starting point. Pupils begin to use a coordinates grid from different starting points and recode the coordinates of the 
points. The coordinate grids become more complex as the unit progresses, using all four quadrants and translating and 
reflecting objects. The unit ends by describing movement (translation and reflection) on a grid using algebra. 

Science Evolution & Inheritance 
Building on what pupils have learned about fossils in Year 3, pupils find out more about how living things have changed 
over time. Pupils are introduced to the idea that characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring, but that they 
are not exactly the same. Pupils should also appreciate that variation over time can make animals more or less likely to 
survive in particular environments (adaptation). Pupils look at evolution and Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection, 
as well as palaeontologist Mary Anning’s work with fossils. 

Light 
The topic introduces the concept of light travelling in straight lines. It starts by looking at beams of light and how light 
travels to enable pupils to understand how we see things. This understanding is then applied to the production of 
shadows and starts to look at how light is reflected. The topic then takes the learning into the realm of coloured light and 
rainbows, using scientific skills to raise and answer questions. It builds on work carried out in Year 3 on light, shadows 
and reflection. 

 



Foundation subjects 

Art Tribal masks 
 The aim of this project is to develop pupils’ knowledge of masks and tribal headgear and their uses in different cultures. 
Focusing on African and Aztec culture, pupils apply their newfound knowledge of the Aztecs from their History lessons 
and African music from their Music lessons. 

Computing  Programming with Scratch 
Children continue to learn about programming with Scratch with the introduction to variables and ‘If’ ‘Else’ functions. 

Spread Sheets: Conditional Formatting 
This year we find ourselves owning a brand new theme park. By using Excel, children will learn how to use formulas and 
conditional formatting to make the most profit possible. 

Design 
Technology 

Textiles: Festival Flags 
Pupils will learn to block print and tie dye to decorate fabrics before using a sewing machine to piece fabrics together to 
create a fish themed wind sock. Theory work will cover environmental waste issues in the textiles retail industry. 

French What clothing do we wear? 
Students describe and compare their uniforms and home clothing. Students extend their learning by giving opinions and 
using connectives for further detail and recap numbers to imagine buying clothing. 

What do we eat? 
Students are introduced to vocabulary for food and drink. They describe, compare and give opinions regarding food in 
school. They compare the food they eat in British schools, and that which is eaten in France, introducing BAGs adjectives 
to do so. 

Geography Mountains 
Pupils will understand what mountains are and where they are. They will go on to discover how mountains are formed; 
with a focus on fold mountains. Finally, they will demonstrate they understand the difference of life in mountains to 
Dorset. 

History Aztecs 
Pupils will look at the Aztec civilization and develop their understanding of world history. 

Music Beethoven 
Pupils will explore the key features of Romantic music, focusing on Fur Elise by Beethoven. They will learn to perform 
this piece as a soloist and in a group, going on to compose their own Romantic pieces. 

Physical 
Education 

Dance 
Based on the theme of ‘Secret agents and spies’, students will look at replicating a motif, as well as choreographing their 
own topic based dance.  Freeze frames, individual, partner and group motif’s will be put together within the theme. 
Exploring different heights, action / reaction, cannoning and unison as well as peer assessment will be included within 
the sessions. 

OAA 
Children will discover and learn what makes a successful team through problem solving. Map reading skills will move 
from school maps to OS maps. Healthy living, the human heart and HRE activities will be inter spliced into problem 
solving activities, both in and outside. Traversing and indoor caving will help pupils to appreciate how the physical 
environment can be used to assist fitness. 

Gymnastics 
Children will demonstrate and consolidate basic actions of travelling, jumping and landing, transferring of weight, 
balancing, rolling and turning both on the floor and when using apparatus. Through floor mats and vaulting apparatus, 
children will learn how to choreograph and produce sequences, linking actions. 

(TAG) Rugby 
Children will focus on improving and applying the basic skills of TAG rugby.. Pupils will look at strategies and tactics, as 
well as using space to outwit an opponent. Informed decision making will be applied to ensure they can have a positive 
impact on the small sided game. 

PSHCE Healthy Me 
Including: knowing the impact of food on the body and being motivated to give their body the best combination of food 
for their physical and emotional health; knowing about the different types of drugs and their uses and their effects on 
the body; being able to explain how they feel about using alcohol when they are older and their reasons for this; 
understanding what it means to be emotionally well and exploring people’s attitudes towards mental health/illness; 
knowing how to help themselves feel emotionally healthy and recognising when they need help with this; recognising 
when they feel stressed and the triggers that cause this, and using different strategies to manage stress and pressure; 
and understanding how stress can cause alcohol misuse and being motivated to find ways to be happy and cope with 
life’s situations without drugs. 

Dreams and Goals 
Including: know their learning strengths and set challenging, realistic goals for themselves; to work out their learning 
steps and success criteria to reach their goals and understand how to motivate themselves; to identify problems in the 
world that concern them and talk to other people about it; work with other people to help make the world a better 
place and empathise with people who are suffering or living in difficult situations; describe some ways in which they can 
work with other people to help make the world a better place; and know what some people in their class admire about 
them and accept their praise. 

Religious 
Education 

Buddhism 
In this unit, pupils will use their drama skills to describe the life of Buddha and explain how he became enlightened. They 
will be able to explain the ethical code of a Buddhist and think about how they could apply these ethics in their own 
lives. 

 


